
From: jim.sessions@comcast.net 

To: Del Eonp <del.eonp@ymail.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2013 9:54 AM 

 Subject: Re: attachments for legislative alert 

 

Paul, this is what we have folks signing on to: 

 

June 4, 2013 

 

Dear Senators Corker and Alexander: 

We are religious leaders, clergy and lay, in our communities of East Tennessee.  We join 

together to urge you to support Comprehensive Immigration Reform. 

 

Our religious traditions teach us to welcome the stranger, “for you were once a 

stranger”. Comprehensive Immigration Reform must be enacted at the national level, to 

help those who have lived, worked and paid taxes in this country for years to come out 

of the shadows and have a path to legalization and citizenship. We must restore civility 

in the debate about immigration reform.  

 

Our immigration system is profoundly broken. Workers are exploited and families are 

being separated and we all suffer as a result. We know that people of good will have 

different views, and that some feel that undocumented immigrants take jobs and 

resources from those who were born in this country or have become legal residents or 

citizens. But we decry that the debate has become racialized and politicized, and that 

immigrants are stigmatized and blamed for economic problems not of their doing.  We 

all know that the struggle for jobs is fundamentally a direct result of the Great 

Recession from which we are still struggling to recover. Linking the issue of job loss to 

immigration is fundamentally a cop-out that serves neither the interests of the 

unemployed nor the immigrant community.  

 

The bottom line is this: Reforming our immigration laws and their enforcement is 

morally imperative and fundamental to restoring justice and equity in the workplace 

and the community. 

  

We feel that meaningful reform of our immigration system must include a fair process 

that allows undocumented immigrants and their families to earn lawful permanent 

residency with a pathway to citizenship. Such a process should not be hindered by 

overly punitive criteria, such as mandating that immigrants leave the country or pay 

exorbitant fees, or by making the process conditional upon the implementation of 

enforcement measures. We urge you to oppose legislation that would curtail the nature 



of citizenship in this nation of diversity or restrict access to public benefits and child tax 

credits. 

 

Families are the basic unit of strong communities. Today thousands of families are 

separated by our broken immigration system, and should be reunited.  A fair 

immigration system must improve and strengthen the family immigration process. We 

surely can agree that families are fundamental to America and worth preserving.  

 

Enforcement policies must be consistent with humanitarian values and with the need to 

treat all individuals with respect, while allowing the United States to identify and 

prevent the entry of persons who commit dangerous crimes.  It is now time to reform 

the broken immigration system. To truly decrease unauthorized immigration, we 

should improve access to a fair and humane legal immigration system, increasing and 

improving the efficiency of ports of entry, expanding visa availability, and eliminating 

application backlogs. 

 

Above all else, enforcement policies must treat all individuals with respect and dignity. 

Citizens and migrants alike have the right to a fair and humane legal immigration 

system that respects the dignity of all persons, prioritizes the cohesiveness of families 

and communities, recognizes the economic contributions of immigrants, and upholds 

our moral obligations to provide refuge and welcome to the sojourner. 

 

These are issues of great importance to a great number of your constituents and we 

expect you will respond with a reasoned, humane, and enlightened response to these 

challenges.  

 

Respectfully, 

 


